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countered by assigning its troops to guard public build- 
ings in the capital. 

French army regulars in Cambodia exclusive of the latest 
reinforcements numbered 8,QC0. Also under French command 
are 9,000 native semi -military forces and 3,000 native 
auxiliaries to the French army whose loyalty in the event 
of French-Cambodian clash would be doubtful. The Royal 
Cambodian Army numbers 12,500 and includes two araored 
companies. French officers and noncom’s comprise three 
percent of its total strength. It would be no match for 
the French forces in a frontal attach. Any French-Cam- 
bodian hostilities, however, would probably take a form 
similar to that In Tietnam: general insecurity outside of 
French-held urban centers. 

Fhe king’s demands allow little room for negotiation. 

He wants France to grant Cambodia a status in the French 
Vnlon comparable to that of a member of the British 
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Cosson wea 1th, While the French sight shortly offer sore 
concessions , they are not likely to give such complete 
independence , which would include the right to withdraw 
2ro» the Union. Hie king’s position is the harder for the 
French to accept in that Tietnas and Laos would imsedlately 
desand similar status. 

At his border headquarters, the king is well situated to 
continue the effort he has been saking over the past several 
weoks to assert his authority over several bands of non- 
Cossualst dissidents known as Khmer Issaraks , whose total 
strength say be 2,000 to 3,000. The king is reported to 
hawe won over several Issarak leaders, notably the widely 

i 

popular Son Ngoc Thanh. 

So long as French-Cambodian relations resain esbittered, 
▼lot Minh forces in Cambodia, numbering about 1,000, can be ex- 
pected to exploit anti— French sentiment. The majority of the 
Cambodian gaerrillas are, however, anti-Tiet Minh, and French 
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capitulation to Cambodian demands would probably Improve 
tbe prospects of tbe anti-Communist effort , provided the 
French did not concurrently withdraw their military support. 
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